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In the region of Wiesbaden the number of 
districts which lewy no rates and taxes is so 
large tha t  this arrangement seems to us the 
normal one, says Dr. W. Kobelt, of Schwan- 
heim. German towns are not limited as British 
towns are to buying land for special purposes, 
but  can buy  it because of its advantages when 
in public possession. 

The German Government urge the Local 
Councils to buy land, stating : " I t  is a good 
thing for a town to be a large land owner." 

" A  town is prosperous," wrote Goethe in 
1797, " through the land which it possesses 
more than through any 6ther consideration: 
the best token of good administration is tha t  a 
town is going on buying land." 

A municipality is by its functions an Un- 
Limited Liability Company, the citizens being 
the shareholders and the Councillors the 
directors. The Municipal Company can be 
worked at a profit or a loss, according:'to its 
working principles. If its operations result in 
a loss, then a demand is made upon its share- 
holders--the citizens--for additional capital, 
under the delusive name of rates, to work 
the losing company. 

The Continental examples show clearly that  
a municipality can be conducted at a profit, 
if sound business principles are applied to its 
workings. 

Municipal activities should be encouraged, 
assisted, and fostered by the Central Govern- 
ment, instead of being, hampered, hindered, 
thwarted, and obstructed. 

Its functions should include all the prime 
necessities of its shareholders--coal as well as 
gas and coke, foodstuffs as well as trams, 
housing as well as sewers and parks ; but the 
greatest and most valuable of all its possessions 
is land upon which all  the others depend. 

Statesmen, politicians, social reformers, the 
commercial and industrial world are all con- 
centrating their interest and attention upon 
social reconstruction. 

The essential for the success of social recon- 
struction is the possession of the land by the 
public for the common good. Of all schemes 
suggested for the acquirement of the land by 
the State, the simplest and the easiest, the least 
controversial and the cheapest is that  " p a y -  

ment of estate " duties shall be made wholly 
in the form of real or leasehold property com- 
prised in the estate. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY OF 
MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH. 

FOUNDED 1 8 5 6 .  RECONSTRUCTED 1888. 

INCORPORATED 1892. 

A N  Ordinary Meeting of the Society was held in 
/-k the Society s Rooms, i, Upper Montague 
Street, Russell Square, London, on Friday, April 
25th, 1919, Professor Henry Kenwood (President) 
in the chair. 

Apologies for inability to be present were received 
from Dr. John Robertson. 

M i n u t e s . - - T h e  Minutes of the Meeting held on 
January i7th were read and approved. 

Election of Fellows. The following were elected 
Fellows of the Society :-- 

DOMINICK, G. M., M.D., D.P.H., The In- 
firmary, St. George's-in-the-East, Wapping, 
London, E.1. 

HUDSON, \VlLLIA~, M.D., D.P.H., B.Hy. 
(Durham), Old Brewery House, Bedlington, 
Northumberland, (M.O.H. Bedlington U.D.). 

JAMESON, R, W., M.D., D.P.H., Town Hall, 
Chesterfield, (M.O.H. Chesterfield). 

McMILLAN, ALEXA~D~ MCGAW, M.B., Ch.B., 
Upper Gornal, (M.O.H. Sedgley U.D.)I 

MOORE, FRANK L., M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.), 4, St. 
Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne,(Chief 
Tuberculosis Officer, Northumberland C.C.). 

WELCH, CUTHBERT G., M.D., .State IVied. 
(London University), Shire Hall, Bedford; 
(Deputy County M.O. and County Tuber- 
culosis Officer, Bedford). 

DOUGLAS, ROBERT, M.A, M.D., D.P.H., 
County Public Health Department, Eigin, 
(County M.O.). 

Twenty~five nominations were received for 
election as Fellows. 

On the proposition of Dr. C. Sanders, seconded 
by Dr. A. Bostoek Hill, and carried unanimously, 
the following resolution was passed, viz. :-- 

" That the Society of MedieM Officers of 
Health/on the occasion of the retirement of Sir 
Arthur Newsholme, K.C.B., desires to place 
on record its appreciation of the valuable 
services rendered by him to the cause of Public 
Health, both before and during his tenure of the 
post of Principal Medical Officer of the Local 
Government Board." 

It  was further proposed, seconded, and carried 
unanimously :-- 

" That the Society of Medical Officers of 
Health records its great pleasure at the appoint- 
ment of Sir George Newman, K.C.B., as Chief 
Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health, and 
wishes him every success in the carrying out 
of his difficult and onerous duties,'* 
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The President then read a paper on " The Need 
for a Ministry of Health as demonstrated b y  the 
Mitk Supply." A most interesting discussion 
followed, in which Drs. Wheatley, Howarth, 
Estcourt-Oswald, E. H. T.  Nash, .C. Sanders, 
Sydney Lawrence, and W. Whittaker, F.R.S., 
took part. The President replied to the points 
raised. 

North- A Meeting o f  the North-Western 
Western Branch was held in Manchester 
Branch, on March 28th, 1919 .  P r e s e n t  : -  

Dr. F. E. Wynne (President), in the chair; Drs. 
Wilkinson, Cates, Meredith-Young, McMaster, 
Barlow, Hitchon," Daley, Wood, Gee, Charnoek, 
Holden, Gninness, Butterworth, Buchanan, Dear- 
den, Anderson, and :Joseph (Hon. Secretary). 

M i n u t e s  of the last meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The President referred to the death of Dr. 
Sydney Marsden, and it was resolved :=- 

" That the North-Western Branch place on 
record an expression of deep regret at the great 
loss that has been sustained by the Public Health 
Service in the death of Dr. R. Sydney Marsden, 
one of the most able and popular members of the 
Branch, and that a letter of condolence be 
forwarded to his widow and family." 
A letter from the Local Government Board %o the 

Society re  a resolution (8/11/18) of this Branch 
objecting to a circular of the Ministry of Food on 
certain Perishable foodstuffs, was read, and it was 
noted " that the circular in question will be with- 
drawn and a fresh one substituted for it." 

An interesting discussion on the " Prevention of 
Venereal Diseases " was opened by Capt. W. M. G. 
Guinness, Officer-in-Charge of the Venereal Disease 
Centre, Prees Heath. After detailing many statis- 
tics concerning the incidence of the diseases both 
in this country and in France, h e  submitted that 
no one method could be expected to stamp out 
Venereal Diseases, but that we must  include as 
links in the chain : 

I. Notification. 
2. Prophylaxis. 
3- Education, not only of the public b~t also of 

medical practitioners, by constantly cor- 
cularising them with the latest methods of 
diagnosis and treatment. 

4- Registration and examination of prostitutes. 
The discussion was joined in by the President, 

Drs. Butterworth, Daley, Barlow, Cares, McMaster, 
and the Hon. Secretary. On the proposition of the 
Hon. Secretary, seconded by Dr. Butterworth, it 
was unanimously resolved that : --  

" I n  the opinion of the North-Western Branch, 
the education of the public in practical preventive 
measures to be  used before exposure to the risk 
of infection, as well as early preventive treat- 
ment, is essential in any scheme aiming at the 

reduction of the prevalence of Venereal Diseases, 
and facilities should be provided in every area 
to meet these requirements." 

A Meeting of the above Branch was 
Yorkshire held in the Public Health Depart~ 

Branch. ment, Town Hall, Bradford, o n  
Tuesday, March :25th, 1919, at 2.30 p.m. The 
following members were present :--Dr. Pearce 
(chair), Drs. Gibson, Buchan, BuUough, Burman, 
Stansfield, Shand, Angus (Bingley), Seatterty, 
and Sutherland (Spenborough). 

Letters of apology were read from Drs. Kaye, 
Smith, Angus (Leeds), and Martin. 

The Minutes of the" last meeting were adopted 
and signed. 

A letter from the Home Counties Branch was 
read, asking for the support of the Yorkshire 
Branch in the nomination of Professor H. Kenwood 
for re-election as President, but after discussion 
it was proposed by Dr. Buchan, seconded by Dr. 
Bullough, that the  Yorkshire Branch nominate 
Professor R. W. Hope, of Liverpool, for President 
of the'Central Society for the coming season: 

Dr .  Gibson (M.O.H., Wakefield)read a very 
interesting paper on " A Public Medical Service," 
and an excellent discussion followed, in which every 
member present took-part. 

Dr. Bnchan took the members to the Infant 
Clinic and Hospital, where he explained very 
ably the working of these departments . from the 
first appearance of the mother and baby at the 
clinic. All present admired the completeness of 
the scheme and the thoroughness with which it was 
carried on. 

THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH. 

The Council of the 'Royal Institute of Public 
Health announce a resumption of their annual 
conferences, the one this year to be held in London 
on June 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th, at the Guild- 
hall. Sectional meetings to Consider housing, 
maternity, and child welfare, tuberculosis, venereal 
disease, and the Ministry of Health, have been 
arranged. 

The Local Government Board, b y  letter dated 
I4th May, have sanctioned the payment of Local 
Authorities of the reasonable expenses of the 
attendance at the Conference of not more than 
two delegates, one of whom the Board suggest 
should be the Medical Officer Of Health. 

WARWICKSHIRE COMBINED DISTRICTS M.O.H. 
- -The salary of Dr. Claude E. Tangye, Medical 
Officer of Health for the Warwickshire Combined 
District, has been increased from ~75o to £i,ooo 
per annum. 


